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Po-chueh answered: "He moved in three days after the
money was paid. Yesterday was a lucky day. He bought a
number of things, and opened a small shop. Mistress Ch'ang's
younger brother keeps the books/'
"We must buy presents and celebrate the occasion,"
Hsi-m£n said. "We don't want a crowd of people, Hsieh
Hsi-ta perhaps, and you and I will arrange for food to be"
taken to Brother Ch'ang's house, so that he may not be put
to any expense. We will engage two singing-girls and have a
merry house-warming."
"I should have invited you myself," Ch'ang said, "but I
did not dare. The house is so small I thought you would not
like it." ,
"Not at all!" Hsi-mSn said, "we don't wish you to spend
your money. I will send word to Hsieh Hsi-ta myself." He
said to Ch'in T'ung: "Go and ask your Uncle Hsieh to come
and see me."
"Which singing-girls are you going to send for?" Ying
Po-chtieh asked,
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing laughed. "Oh, Moonbeam and Splendour,
I think."
"Brother," Po-chtieh said, "you didn't wish to tell me which
two girls you would have, but I guessed. Now what do you
think of Moonbeam? Is she more tasty than Cassia?"
"There iff none better," Hsi-mSn said.
"Why wouldn't she talk to us on your birthday?" Po-chueh
asked. "It seems to me she is a very cunning girl."
"Next time I go to see her," Hsi-mgn said, "I will take you
with me. She and her sister play backgammon very well and
we will have a game with them."
"By all means," Po-chueh said. "I will certainly go and
have a game with the young lady. I don't intend to let her off
altogether."
"You naughty dog," said Hsi-mfin, "don't play your
tricks on her."
Hsieh Hsi-ta came, made a reverente, and sat down.
"Brother Ch'ang has just bought a new house," Hsi-mSn
said to him. "He has moved into it without a word to us.
I suggest that we all contribute a small sum and I will have a
feast prepared here and send it round to his house. We will

